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Subaru Refrigerant Capacity Chart

subaru refrigerant capacity chart: Your Ultimate Guide to Maintaining Optimal AC
Performance Maintaining your Subaru’s air conditioning system is essential for comfort,
especially during hot summer months. One of the key components to ensure your AC
functions efficiently is the correct refrigerant level. An accurate subaru refrigerant capacity
chart provides vital information about the right amount of refrigerant needed for various
Subaru models, helping you avoid undercharging or overcharging your system. Proper
refrigerant levels not only enhance cooling performance but also prolong the lifespan of your
AC components and promote fuel efficiency. In this comprehensive guide, we will delve into
everything you need to know about Subaru refrigerant capacity charts, including why
refrigerant levels matter, how to read and use these charts, and specific capacities for
popular Subaru models. Whether you're a DIY enthusiast or a professional mechanic,
understanding these details is crucial for maintaining your Subaru’s air conditioning system
at optimal performance. Understanding the Importance of Refrigerant in Subaru Vehicles
What Is Refrigerant? Refrigerant is a chemical compound that circulates through your
vehicle’s AC system, absorbing heat from the interior and releasing it outside. It’s
responsible for creating the cool air that keeps your cabin comfortable. Common refrigerants
include R-134a and, more recently, R-1234yf, depending on the model year and regulations.
Why Is Proper Refrigerant Level Critical? Maintaining the correct refrigerant level is vital for
several reasons: - Optimal Cooling Efficiency: Too little refrigerant leads to weak cooling
performance. - Preventing Compressor Damage: Overcharging can cause excessive
pressure, risking damage to the compressor. - Energy Efficiency: Correct refrigerant levels
help your AC system operate efficiently, saving fuel. - Avoiding System Failures: Proper
charge reduces the likelihood of leaks and system failures over time. How to Use the Subaru
Refrigerant Capacity Chart Reading the Chart A typical subaru refrigerant capacity chart lists
various Subaru models alongside their specific refrigerant capacities, often broken down by
model year and engine type. When consulting the chart: - Identify your vehicle’s exact
model and year. - Locate the corresponding refrigerant capacity. - Check whether the
capacity is listed as a total system amount or specific to certain components like the
condenser or accumulator. Tips for Accurate Refilling - Use the Correct Refrigerant: Confirm
whether your Subaru uses R-134a or R-1234yf. - Weigh the Refrigerant: Use a calibrated
refrigeration scale for precise measurement. - Follow Safety Precautions: Wear gloves and
eye protection, and work in a well-ventilated area. - Consult the Vehicle Manual: Always
cross-reference with the manufacturer’s specifications. Subaru Refrigerant Capacity Chart
Overview Below is an overview of refrigerant capacities for common Subaru models. Note
that these values are approximate and may vary based on specific configurations and



regional specifications. Always verify with your owner's manual or a professional. Subaru
Impreza | Model Year | Engine Type | Refrigerant Type | Capacity (oz) | Capacity (g) | |||||| |
2018-2023 | 2.0L, 2.0L Turbo | R-134a | 19-20 oz | 536-567 g | | 2018-2023 | 2.0L, 2.0L Turbo
| R-134a | 19-20 oz | 536-567 g | Subaru Outback | Model Year | Engine Type | Refrigerant
Type | Capacity (oz) | Capacity (g) | |||||| | 2015-2023 | 2.5L, 2.4L Turbo | R-134a | 22 oz | 623
g | | 2015-2023 | 3.6L V6 | R-134a | 24 oz | 680 g | Subaru Forester | Model Year | Engine
Type | Refrigerant Type | Capacity (oz) | Capacity (g) | |||||| | 2017-2023 | 2.5L | R-134a | 20
oz | 567 g | | 2017-2023 | Turbo | R-134a | 20-22 oz | 567-624 g | Subaru Legacy | Model
Year | Engine Type | Refrigerant Type | Capacity (oz) | Capacity (g) | |||||| | 2015-2023 | 2.5L |
R-134a | 20 oz | 567 g | | 2015-2023 | 3.6L V6 | R-134a | 22 oz | 624 g | Specific Subaru
Models and Refrigerant Capacities Subaru Impreza The Subaru Impreza, available in sedan
and hatchback variants, typically uses around 19-20 ounces of R-134a refrigerant. For
precise refilling: - 2018-2023 models: 19-20 oz. - Note: Always verify your specific model and
engine variant. Subaru Outback The Outback’s larger size and engine options mean slightly
higher refrigerant capacities: - 2015-2023 models: 22-24 oz. - Key tip: Check the owner’s
manual or service guide for the exact figure. Subaru Forester Known for its practicality and
off-road capability, the Forester generally requires: - 2017-2023 models: 20 oz of R-134a. -
Additional info: Turbo models may have slightly different capacities, so always confirm.
Subaru Legacy The Legacy’s refrigerant capacity is comparable to other sedans: -
2015-2023 models: 20 oz. - Tip: Use a precise scale to avoid overcharging. Common
Refrigerant Types Used in Subaru Vehicles R-134a - Most common for models up to 2020 -
Compatibility: Widely used in Subaru models before 2020 - Environmental Impact: Has been
phased out in favor of more eco-friendly options in some regions R-1234yf - Newer models
(post-2020) - Advantages: Lower global warming potential - Refilling: Requires specific
equipment and knowledge, so professional service is recommended Tips for Maintaining
Your Subaru’s AC System - Regular Inspections: Check for leaks, especially if you notice
decreased cooling performance. - Use Proper Tools: Always use a refrigerant scale and
gauge manifold for accurate refilling. - Professional Service: Consider having a certified
technician perform refrigerant recharge or system repairs. - Avoid DIY Overcharging:
Overcharging can cause damage; follow manufacturer specs strictly. - Keep Records:
Maintain a record of refrigerant added for future reference. When to Refill or Service Your
Subaru’s AC System Signs You Need Refrigerant Recharge - Weak or no cold air - AC system
cycles on and off frequently - Visible leaks under the vehicle - Unusual noises from the AC
compressor Regular Maintenance Schedule - Check refrigerant levels annually - Have your
system inspected and serviced by professionals every 2-3 years - Replace cabin air filters
regularly to help the AC system operate efficiently Conclusion Understanding your Subaru’s
refrigerant capacity is essential for maintaining optimal AC performance and ensuring the
longevity of your vehicle’s system. Using a detailed subaru refrigerant capacity chart
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tailored to your specific model and year allows for precise refilling, preventing damage and
ensuring comfort. Remember to always verify the refrigerant type—whether R-134a or
R-1234yf—and follow safety guidelines when handling refrigerants. If you're unsure or
uncomfortable performing refrigerant refills yourself, consult a professional mechanic or
authorized Subaru service center. Proper maintenance and timely refilling will keep your
Subaru’s air conditioning system running smoothly, providing reliable comfort for years to
come. Additional Resources - Subaru Owner’s Manual - Certified Subaru Service Centers -
Local auto parts stores for refrigerant supplies - Professional HVAC technicians specializing
in automotive systems By keeping your refrigerant levels properly maintained, you ensure
your Subaru remains a comfortable, reliable vehicle in all seasons. Stay informed, use the
correct capacities, and prioritize safety to enjoy optimal performance from your vehicle’s AC
system.

Subaru Refrigerant Capacity Chart: A Comprehensive Guide for Your Vehicle’s Cooling
System

Maintaining your Subaru’s air conditioning system is essential not only for comfort but also
for the longevity and efficiency of your vehicle. One critical aspect of this maintenance is
ensuring the correct refrigerant charge, which directly impacts cooling performance and
system health. That’s where the Subaru refrigerant capacity chart becomes an invaluable
resource. This detailed guide explores what the chart entails, how to interpret it, and why
precise refrigerant levels matter.

Understanding the Subaru Refrigerant Capacity Chart

The refrigerant capacity chart for Subaru vehicles is a technical document that specifies the
exact amount of refrigerant needed for various models and years. It ensures that technicians
and vehicle owners can accurately refill or top off the air conditioning system without
overcharging or undercharging, both of which can cause system inefficiencies or damage.

Why Is the Refrigerant Capacity Important?

Optimal Cooling Performance: Proper refrigerant levels ensure your Subaru's air1.
conditioning system cools effectively, maintaining comfort during hot months.
Prevents System Damage: Overcharging can lead to increased pressure, component wear,2.
or compressor failure. Conversely, undercharging reduces cooling efficiency and can
cause system freezing or corrosion.
Compliance and Safety: Using the correct amount of refrigerant, often R-134a or newer3.
refrigerants depending on the model, ensures compliance with environmental standards
and manufacturer specifications.

Key Components of the Refrigerant Capacity Chart



The Subaru refrigerant capacity chart is organized to provide quick reference points based
on:

Model Year and Variant: Different models and production years have distinct systems.1.
Engine Type: Some models with turbocharged engines or hybrid systems may have2.
specific requirements.
System Type: Variations in air conditioning system designs across Subaru models.3.
Refrigerant Type: Most Subaru models use R-134a, but newer models may incorporate4.
R-1234yf, which has different capacities.

Typical Data Included in the Chart

Refrigerant Type: R-134a, R-1234yf, or other specialized refrigerants.1.
Refrigerant Quantity: Usually expressed in ounces or grams.2.
Oil Capacity: Often included since refrigerant and lubricant work together.3.
Additional Notes: Specific instructions, such as whether to add dye for leak detection or4.
particular service procedures.

How to Use the Subaru Refrigerant Capacity Chart

Accessing and interpreting the chart is straightforward, yet requires attention to detail:

Identify Your Vehicle Details: Confirm your Subaru model, year, engine type, and system1.
configuration.
Locate Corresponding Data: Find the matching entry in the chart that corresponds to your2.
vehicle.
Check the Refrigerant Quantity: Note the required refrigerant amount in ounces or grams.3.
Follow Proper Procedures: Use appropriate tools, such as a refrigerant manifold gauge set,4.
to measure and add refrigerant accurately.
Monitor System Pressure: Ensure pressure readings align with manufacturer specifications5.
during topping off.

Practical Tips

Always weigh refrigerant when possible for precision.1.
Use new, high-quality refrigerant cans with a gauge or scale.2.
Wear safety gear, as refrigerants can cause frostbite or other injuries if mishandled.3.
Consider professional servicing if unsure — refrigerant handling requires specific4.
certifications in many regions.

Subaru Model-Specific Refrigerant Capacities

Different Subaru models have varying refrigerant requirements. Here’s a look at some
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common models and their typical capacities:

Subaru Outback (2010-2020)

R-134a Refrigerant: 18-20 ounces (~510-567 grams)1.
Oil Capacity: Approximately 4-6 ounces of PAG oil2.

Subaru Forester (2015-2022)

R-134a Refrigerant: 18 ounces (~510 grams)1.
Oil: About 4 ounces2.

Subaru Crosstrek (2013-2023)

R-134a Refrigerant: 16-18 ounces (~454-510 grams)1.
Oil: 4 ounces2.

Subaru Ascent (2019-2023)

R-134a Refrigerant: 27 ounces (~766 grams)1.
Oil: 6 ounces2.

(Note: Always verify specific capacities with official Subaru service manuals or the
refrigerant capacity chart for your exact vehicle year and model.)

The Transition to Newer Refrigerants

Subaru, like many automakers, is gradually transitioning to environmentally friendly
refrigerants such as R-1234yf. These refrigerants have different capacities and handling
procedures.

Key points about R-1234yf:

Lower Global Warming Potential (GWP): Significantly reduces environmental impact.1.
Different Capacity Specifications: Usually requires smaller quantities compared to R-134a.2.
Specialized Equipment: Handling and charging require specific tools and training.3.

If your Subaru model is equipped with R-1234yf, consult the specific refrigerant capacity
chart for that refrigerant type, and ensure your service technician is certified to handle it.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Even with a clear refrigerant capacity chart, mistakes happen. Here are some pitfalls to
watch out for:

Overfilling the System: Leads to high-pressure conditions, increased wear, or system1.
failure.



Underfilling: Reduces cooling capacity, causes compressor cycling, or system freezing.2.
Using Incorrect Refrigerant: Mixing R-134a with R-1234yf or other refrigerants can3.
damage the system.
Ignoring Oil Requirements: Proper refrigerant oil is vital for lubrication; neglecting oil4.
capacity can cause compressor issues.
Not Using Proper Equipment: Relying on sight or guesswork instead of calibrated gauges5.
and scales.

Why Professional Service Is Recommended

While some vehicle owners might attempt to recharge refrigerant themselves, Subaru
recommends professional servicing for several reasons:

Specialized Equipment: Accurate refrigerant and oil measurement tools are necessary.1.
Environmental Regulations: Handling refrigerants involves compliance with environmental2.
laws.
System Diagnostics: Technicians can check for leaks, pressure anomalies, or other issues3.
during service.
Warranty Compliance: Proper service ensures your vehicle remains under warranty4.
coverage.

Final Thoughts

The Subaru refrigerant capacity chart is a vital resource for maintaining your vehicle’s air
conditioning system effectively. Whether you're topping off refrigerant after a minor leak or
doing a full recharge, knowing the correct amounts prevents damage, optimizes cooling, and
prolongs system life. Always refer to the official chart for your specific model and year,
follow safety procedures, and consider professional assistance for best results.

By understanding and utilizing this chart, Subaru owners can ensure their vehicles remain
comfortable and reliable throughout the seasons, enjoying optimal performance with peace
of mind. Regular maintenance not only preserves comfort but also safeguards your
investment in your vehicle’s health and efficiency.

Questions & Answers About subaru refrigerant capacity
chart

N
o

Question Answer
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1 What is the refrigerant
capacity for a Subaru Outback
in the refrigerant capacity
chart?

The refrigerant capacity for a Subaru Outback varies
by model year, but typically ranges from 12 to 16
ounces of R134a refrigerant. It's best to consult the
specific model year chart for precise information.

2 How do I find the refrigerant
capacity for my specific
Subaru model?

You can find the refrigerant capacity in your vehicle’s
owner’s manual, on a label under the hood, or by
consulting the Subaru refrigerant capacity chart
available online for your model year.

3 Why is it important to use the
correct refrigerant capacity
according to the chart?

Using the correct refrigerant capacity ensures optimal
cooling performance, prevents damage to the AC
system, and maintains efficiency. Overcharging or
undercharging can lead to system failure or reduced
effectiveness.

4 Can I use the Subaru
refrigerant capacity chart for
models beyond 2020?

The chart provides specifications for specific model
years. For newer models beyond 2020, check the
latest Subaru service manual or official resources to
ensure accuracy, as refrigerant capacities may
change with design updates.

5 What type of refrigerant does
Subaru recommend according
to the capacity chart?

Subaru generally recommends R134a refrigerant for
most models, but always verify your specific model’s
requirements on the refrigerant capacity chart or in
the owner’s manual before refilling.

6 How often should I check or
refill the refrigerant in my
Subaru?

It’s recommended to have your vehicle’s AC system
inspected and serviced by a professional if you notice
reduced cooling, or at least every 2-3 years as part of
regular maintenance, to ensure refrigerant levels are
correct according to the Subaru refrigerant capacity
chart.

Subaru AC refrigerant, Subaru refrigerant type, Subaru AC recharge, Subaru refrigerant
amount, Subaru AC system, Subaru refrigerant specifications, Subaru AC repair, Subaru
refrigerant recharge chart, Subaru air conditioning, Subaru refrigerant guidelines
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